around the world japan

natural rhythm

By ALIA AKKAM

L .._. .‘r- n
. » A N e oo AU
L T WER R e | N
ey §en LW o T

o

-

QWWWWWW




STOIRIA

W MATER AL RESEARCH LIBRASNLEHIRF

ND RESCETS, NE

5A

Phodos and renderings courlesy o CAFELLA HOFTEL

around e

workl japan

Between its peaceful iundsape
vibrant stroetacapis, and Fveting culiural
herlage, Japan has long hyponotized travelers
But the weakening yen has allowed more
Americans to plan the Far East trip of their
dronms, & praspect swaptennd by an inflex of
deskim-forward hatel options

“I'rovel o Japan continies [o gain strong
momentum, with more than 3.3 million visilors
arriving from the 1.8, in 2025, suys Taichi
Zano, director at the Japan MNattonal Tourism
Organtzation's Mew York affice "While Talcyn,
Exotn, and Osalea remain kighly popaalar,
dermand Mof Leavel 1o fefional afeps 2 also on
the fase. lmproved transportation mebworks and
ecxpanded access to information are encouraging
visitaors 40 explors beyond the major o

{ins
in senrch of naturs, enlinory treditions, and
bocal erafts that roflect the chapmeter of sach
deatinatiom,”

Becauss Japan has 78 holels with 12377
rooms under construction [10,B55 rooms are
expected to come online in the neoct two years,
nccording to Lodging Econamatrics), travelors
are koon fo dive desper inte Japen, and hotal
Brands are responding (o this surging intereat
Fur example, the 148-room [nterGentinental
Sapporo, designed by Nikken Sekkei, opened in
2025 on the upper foors of o building located
between Makajira Park and the Tovahira
River. Thiz vear, Hoshine Resorts ramps ap
b= porilolie with the debuals of KA Kt
A4-xey inn [rom Tatsuro Sasski Archilects
overfroking Mount Kusatsu-Shirane that leads
guests 10 Kusatsu Onsen town via & private

tanmal, as well a8 the 2576-roeanm OMOT Yekohama.

Part of the groater Yokoharms City Hall
redevelopraent project, i gpors mteriors ffem
Maruse & Inokuma Architecls, Maosd notably
in (3. the former Meiji-era Nara Prison will be
transformed int the 48-room Heshinoya Mara
Prisan by Aroma Architoce & Associatos, s
EFiek-adarmed Fusaltooms formned Trom 1inked
pElann cells

Beachy Okinowa was graced with the
Rosowood Miyakojima in 2025 where Siudio Piet

Hpon embraced a norrative aof "quiet confidence,”

s Qlivier Brinckmon, lead designoer of the
GE-villa rotrast, puats it Hems, conerate plays
wihlh Eyvuku limvestones againsl s backdrop af
sand. clay, and misly green hues “We wanted
the architecture and interiors to feel grounded,
elomental, and deeply connected to the island's
rhythin,” says Brinckman, “The goal was not to
deakirn & FoBort, bt to create o rlace tlat feals as
Chooagh it bedonge there, almos inevitable”

Here, we lake & look at somie of the recently
opened and forthcoming properties widening
Japan's appeal.

Tokyo
Fairmont planded its Oag i Tekyo with & 217

rodmm hiotel, complete with indoor infinity paool
and vinyl bar, in 2025, Dasigned by Melbourmne
and Madrid-based BAR Studio, the hatel ragides
in Hiue Frong Shibagra Tower South, its 25th-
Moor lebny welcoming fuesia with panoramic
visdas af Lhe city's skyline.

2085 also marked the debuat of the 200
Jeew |W Marriott Hotel Tokyso in the Talanawa
Ginterwray Clty devalapreent. Tt showenses the
warld s first W Mindiulness Floor, decked ol
with a tranguil paletls, natural materials, amnd
“small towches that encowrage guess Lo wnwind,
redflect, and care for their wellbeing throughouat
thair stay,” expluins Bruce Rohr, vice president

and Flobal brand leader of JW Marrtorl, =W hat
miakes Lthi=s hotel sland owl s He intenticnaliiy.
Every space 15 crafted to help fouesis recannect—
with themselves, with athers, nnd with the city.”
Throwgkionat, Maw York- and Toronto-hased
deshpm e Yaba Pushelberg reinforeed this
narralive “nol through @pectacie and oroamend
but apimosphere and emodicnal seguencing,”
paints out founding partner Glenn Pushelberg,
Just off the porte-cochérs, for inslance, an
inverted Mount Fuji installation by Studic
Srwada heEiEn hangs overfesd, palling visitora
in with its mirrored interior. Even in fuesiroom
corridors, the bespoke carpeding takes cues
from karesansui gardens, “subily resembling
rauked grovel through asymmetrical patterning,”

QDpening Borge

L. Tha tranquil couwrtyard
at tha fortheam ng
Copella Kyalo, as saen
im & rendaring

2+ AL Capella Kyolo,
tha @iry Hving rocm-atya
labby complements
serpne guastrooms,

BT ghtaned by views

of the Mivagavwa-cho
maighberheod, shown In

FErEarngs

], Arl Dieco gpiril meeis
contemporary elegance
al thi wrlranca al
Wialdort Astoria O=zaka,

B+&, At the scon-Le-
ppen mperiad Hotel,
vala, guasts unwing Ip
thes rr.-:ln:ld'lr 20d Imperisl
Bar and Lght-filled
radlAuranl ¥ aRakn,
captured in renderings.
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Pheabos ard rercterivgs by KENTARD ELUMON, OMATHAN LERONHUPUID, o

T+B AL W Masriabl
Hotel Tokya, the stone-
and glass-elad spiral
sltaircase ascends ko
the grand ballroom,
while ranguil madmranis
abound at the spa pool.

2.8 rendering

of SoMoMa by
:‘-:-ir-:j.ln'rllrﬂnﬂ CRICT
restavramt with o 12-ceat
caurter that sparks a
dislagise balwaan [span
and Marthern Califorma
al Capalla Koo

10+11. 5 rawnree y b
woven into MM, tha
Maditerranean-lapaneia
rastaurant at 1 Hotel
Taokye, as wall as the
ingdaar poal lound an the

T8tk Floor,

12, Menndering willas ol
Rosewood Miyakojima
wnehoer guasls in the
Dlinawa island Hiestyle.

adds founding pactner Uheorgs Yabaw 118 nol
sormething you immedialely recognize, but you

foel it

Scho Howse Tokyo, expected i0 open in an

Aoyama district Tadao Ando-designed bullding
this spring, shpnals & fresh, fashionable direction
Cor Elae ety The 42-rooin hatel and private

memmbers club was designed in-house a8 an

homage to Japanese arts and crafts.

& fashionahle aura also permeates the 2601
leiry 1 Hatsl Tokya In Akasaka, which Starwoad
Hotals" in-hosss team and Broaklyn-hazed
Créme comceived ad a pelige, “Bringing natuce
into o dense urban sstfing in a way thal feels
restorative.” says Haul Leal, CIED of Starwaord
Hotals. “Oya stone nnchors oy spaces and

corries i strong leeal idontity, while wond and

textured surfaces eche natural forms, Kather
Lhan ltepal relferences, (he design refllects

principles like roverence for crall”

Osaka

In 2025, the 224-key Patina Osaka, courtosy
of Tokyo firmea Jun Mitesl Associates and

Sirickland, sprouled across Iromm Ueaks Castle

with organic interiors that ned to the Japanese
concept of kisetsukan, an appreciation for ever-
shifting seasons,

The fndré Fu Studio-designed Waldorf
Astoris Oaaka, part of & new davelopmaont in
fromt of Oeakoa Statien, sleo turned heads last
vear with iE arcade Llinsd in (i ber archways
and bronee [mmes, 3 circular water foalurs,

and details like washi paper headboards in the
2R3 guasttooms. T sought to capbare the city’s
undguae poesona=—the uwrban ensrgy of Tokya
biended with the poedic serenity of Kyote,”
paintE ol Andrd B, foapder ol the Hopg Bong-
baged Arm.

Kyota

Tha 202 arrival of two distinet properties s
infusing historie, temple-laden Kyote with a
s gegEe of lusury, Al the 89-rosm Gapella
Kyoto in Gion, Brewin Design Cifice, out of
[Tong Kong and Singapore, interpreted the city’s
soulful spirit through natural timbers, earthy

textiles, and handerafted lighting and sereens
that complemant Kongo Kuma's architecturs
Restrained public specos glve way to moodier
Fueslpoeins thal relerence machivas, teaditionsal
Japanese wooden townlouses,

“We approached the hofel as a jourmney
of discovery, much like Kynio itsall. Spaces
unfold gradually: theesholds saften transitions,
views are feamod rather than revealed sl al
ance, and momaents of pawes are Bubll inlo
the guest sxpericnoe,” says Robert Chemgt,
founder and principal of Brewin Design CHfice
“Thr intention is for guests to slow down and
hecore more aware of light, teooture, smand, wnd
Proportien,

Degigmed a8 an extension of the Gion
neighborhood by Takyo-based New Material
Research Laboratory, the 55-key Imperial Hotel
situated within the landmark Yasaoka Kaikan,

jpoins sister properties in Tokyo, Kamikochi,
and Osnka. Yasaka Kolkan's ariginal Art Docn
elemments apawmned lnear geomatry, pelygonal
deakimns, and Feneralicns-old craligmpnsiip thal
iz colebrated through Japanese wood and stome,
“Imspired by the treatment of wood seen in
plares such as the Japan Folk Crafts Musoum
and the Mashiko Sankokon Mussum, we
chose gelkovn (keyaki) as & principal finish to
pvioke warmnlh and rnostalgin,” saors Tomayuki
Sakokida, cofounder of Wew Material Reacarch
Laboratory. Emhellished with sliding fusuma
panels featuring pine and bambop maotifs
destgned by Hirpshi Sugimatn, the loungn—
remkniscsmt of & Frand l‘i[El.-II:'ll"i-ﬁr}'h.' LearosHT—Ia
bucyed by o north-Tacing gacden. “Wae creatisd
u cornposition that reflects the Japanese
architectural principle of continuity betwesn
inside and cutside.” hd
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